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Videos are available with parts 1, 
5 and every fourth part after that. Each 
part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 
Whether you’re getting your copies from 

your newsagent or having them sent direct to 
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PUZZLE IT OUT 

The long journey 
COLOUR IT IN 

Fancy a chat? 


Weasel woke up with a start and shook the 
others. “There’s something outside,” she said 
anxiously. “If it’s that wildcat again, Ill...” 
growled Fido, still in a dream. 


Outside White Deer Park, the weasel family 
had finally settled down in their burrow. 
They were all fast asleep when there was 

a strange noise at the entrance. 
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Fido and Cleo dived at the food. “Wait a 
minute,” said Weasel, grinning, “your father’s 
eaten nothing but voles since we settled in 
this place. Let him have the first go.” 


But then Rollo’s friendly snout appeared at 
the burrow’s entrance. “It’s your favourite 
weaseldog,” he barked, cheerfully. “I’ve 
brought you the farmer’s lunch.” 


GALLERY 

We've got some Loopy 
Book titles you could try 
out on your friends. 


ALL ABOUT...Scorpions 
Scorpions have a secret 
weapon to use against 
their prey — a deadly sting. SECRET WORLD oF... 

The Mojave desert 
Kangaroo rats, Spadefoot 
toads and Cottontail 
rabbits all live happily in 
this hot, dry habitat. 


CHRONICLE 41 
Mrs Rabbit helps you get 
the most out of a Loofah. 


DISCOVERING NATURE 

Make a stage, get out your PUZZLE IT OUT 
magnifying glass and watch Cleo and Fido are lost at 
your minibeasts perform! the fair. Can you find them? 
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Measly was thrilled and bounded towards 
the bowl of food. But just before he got there, 
Weasel stuck her foot out and tripped him 
up. The twins howled with laughter. 


After lunch, Weasel, Measly and Rollo took a 
nap. Without telling their parents, the twins 
decided to use the food bowl as a boat and 
take a trip down the river. 


Before they could do anything about it the 
twins were hurtling over the edge into the 
foaming water below. Cleo screamed as they 
were tossed from side to side in the boat. 


Fido paddled while Cleo fanned herself lazily 
with a leaf. They were very pleased with 
their new game. But then suddenly, the 
current became stronger and the boat went 
speeding off towards a sharp drop. 


Rollo saw a branch jutting out into the water. 
He climbed on to it, hoping to grab the twins. 
But the current was too strong and they were 
swept by. Then, the branch snapped and Rollo, 
too, fell into the water. 


Back on land, Rollo heard her pitiful cries. 
He jumped to his feet and sprinted along 
the riverbank, shouting, “Don’t worry little 
weasels, your protector is coming.” After 

a while he managed to get ahead of them. 


But then a female wildcat came up behind 
him. “What an interesting situation,” she 
said, slyly. “I'll help.” “Yes, please,” begged 
Weasel. The wildcat stuck out her paw. 


By now Weasel and Measly had woken up. 
They ran to a small bridge further down the 
river. Measly reached over the bridge and 
waited for the twins to float by. 


In the meantime, the twins had finally come 
to a stop and climbed on to some large stones 
poking up out of the water. Suddenly the 
stones started to move. “Mother, this stone 
has a head,” cried Cleo, quite concerned. 


But when the twins appeared the wildcat 
brandished her claws. She was just about to 
grab them when Rollo came from nowhere, 
bit her tail and pulled her into the water. 
The wildcat screamed in pain. 


“They've both got heads,” added Fido. Then 
the stones began to speak: “Err, we’re not 
stones, we’re, err, terrapins.” Everybody 
laughed and the terrapins took Fido and 
Cleo back to the riverbank. 


The twins hugged their parents, relieved to 
be back on land. “Thank you,” said Weasel, 
gratefully, to the terrapins. “Delighted to be 
of service,” the terrapins replied as they 
swam off into the distance. 


The farmer found Rollo in the river and fished 
him out. “You’ve pinched my dinner for the 
last time,” he grumbled as he dragged Rollo 
home. “I’m chaining you up with the pig.” 


After a few moments, the weasels realized 
Rollo was still missing. They looked out to 
the river, forlornly. “It’s not fair,” sobbed Cleo. 
But little did they know, all was not lost. 


Next week: A lost cause. 


All About... 


“Hi! My name's West Indian manatee. I’m 
lazing in the shallow waters just off the 
south-east coast of the United States at the 
moment but sometimes | venture quite far 
inland, up freshwater rivers. My cousin is 

the Dugong — he’s a bit less adventurous than 
me and prefers to stay in the sea. We both 
belong to a family of aquatic mammals known 
as sirenians or sea cows. Like most mammals 
we breathe through our nose, so we have to 
come to the surface of the water every 5-10 

" minutes to take in air. When we are swimming 
underwater, we close our nostrils and hold our 
breath. We have very little hair on our bodies, 
except for around our mouths where we have 
lots of bristly, grey whiskers. 


Us Dugongs have heavy bodies 
which are usually coloured brown. 
We look quite similar to manatees. 
On average, we grow to 3m in 
length and weigh about 500kg. 
We have two tiny round eyes at 
the top of our head but we cannot 
see too well with them. Although 
we live in shallow waters, we 
Dugongs have a hard time 
keeping warm. That’s why we 
have a thick layer of blubber 
(fat) under our skin. It acts 
as insulation. Our blubber is 
also useful when we’re short 
of food. We can convert it 
into energy and stay active. 
One of our cousins, the 
Amazonian manatee, has 
to go without food for up to 
six months during the dry 
season, so he’s particularly 
grateful for his layer of 
blubber! We Dugongs aren’t 
very sporty. We like to spend 
most of our time pottering about 
in the water. In the past, we used 
to travel about in great herds of over 
100, but there are less of us now and 
we usually stay in groups of about six. 


Dugongs and manatees tend not to live together. 
Dugongs make their home in the Indian Ocean 

or the Red Sea off the coast of northeast Africa 
Dugongs have a forked tail whereas the manatee’s | whereas manatees are found in the Caribbean 
tail is rounded. Male Dugongs also have two short, Sea and off the coast of South America and west 


TUSKS AND TAILS 
You could find it difficult to tell manatees and 
Dugongs apart but here are a few tips to help you. 


Africa. There are also three species of manatee — 
African, Amazonian and West Indian — but there is 
only one type of Dugong. 


pointed tusks jutting out of their mouths, although 
they are not easy to see. Manatees don't. But 
beware - female Dugongs don’t have tusks either! 


ae ‘ ASIA KEY <4 This map shows you in 
Manatees which parts of the world 

cea AERICR Le] you can find manatees 
and Dugongs. Both types 

INDIAN : (Bs Dugongs of creature live near to 

SOUTH OCEAN 
AMERICA ‘ the coast. 
ATLANTIC RED SEA 
OCEAN 
| | CONSERVATION 
IN DANGER 


Humans have made life quite tough for 

| manatees and Dugongs and there are not 
that many of them left in the world now. 
Dugongs, in particular, are rare. Despite 
laws in many countries, these creatures 
are still hunted for their, meat, oil and skin. 
They also get tangled up in fishing nets 
and are sometimes killed by high-speed 
pleasure boats. 


All About... 


Life in the water 


66We sea cows are excellent swimmers. 
We have a perfectly streamlined shape 
to help us cut through the water and 
we even have extra-small ears so 

they don’t get in the way and slow 

us down! We propel ourselves along 
with our strong tails, holding our 
flippers close to our body.99 


One of the manatee’s favourite pastimes 

is eating but unlike most other aquatic 

mammals it is a herbivore (plant-eating). 

Manatees usually come out to feed at night 

and can chomp through as much as 45kg of 

water plants in one go. They use their split top 

lip like a pair of pliers, pulling up the plants from 
the sea bed and shovelling them into their mouth. 
Manatees have ten teeth on each side of their jaws 
which they use to mash the food once it’s in their 
mouth. Sometimes these teeth fall out, but the 
manatees needn’t worry, as a new set will grow from 
the back and push themselves forward. Dugongs are 
very organized eaters - they will collect a pile of sea 
grass and heap it up on the shore so they’ve got 
something to eat later if they feel like a snack! 


Manatees have no hind 
legs so they find it difficult 
to move on land. However, 
they sometimes use their 
two flippers to ‘tip-toe’ 
across the sea bed, 
especially when they are 
looking for food. They also 
use their flippers to loosen 
the sand around roots and 
tubers before breaking 
them off with their mouths. 


Weasel’s Easel 


In 1741 9 close i 
to the manatee a 
i9"4, called Steller’ 
lta Was discovered. 
pA ever, in the space of 

Years these gentle 
easts were hunted 
to extinction, 


= 


Man, 


Both manatees and Dugongs are very 
caring towards their young. A female 
manatee usually only has one baby at 
a time and she will look after it for a 
whole year before it leaves her side. 
When very young the calf swims using 
its flippers, but it soon learns to use 
its tail. A female Dugong finds a 
sandy spot out of the water to have 
her young. After she has given birth 
to a single calf, she will return to the 
waier and her calf will follow. 


- MERMAIDS 
Many people believe that the idea of mermaids 
came about because, many years ago, sailors 
saw the female Dugong raise herself out of the 
water to allow her calf to take milk comfortably 
from the teat on her chest and they mistook her 
for a woman. 


Bolonel 


He doesn’t like others to forget how 
brave he was during the war, but his 
own memory isn’t so good - sometimes 
he thinks he’s still dodging whizz-bangs. 
He can’t even remember why he doesn’t 
like mice and weasels, but he stamps 
his feet and shouts at them anyway! 
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™*. 66lt never gets too cold in the 
\ Florida Everglades on the south-east 
~ coastof America. The murky swamps 
" here provide a comfortable habitat for 
hundreds of different creatures. Many of them 
make their homes on little islands of trees called 
hammocks. The water is perfect for wetland birds 
like the Roseate spoonbill and my cousin the 
heron. They vier their time standing_. 
c ‘ , looking for = 
have to, 
old 
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The Florida panther is very rare. There are 

less than 30 of them alive in the Everglades. It is 
a secretive creature, hardly ever coming out from 
between the trees — perhaps that’s why its 


nickname is the ‘Gray Ghost’. 


The Red mangrove tree 
grows well in water and can 
survive frequent and deep 
flooding. Its long roots anchor 
themselves in the water to 
provide a strong stilt-like 
support for the heavier crown 
of the tree which has thick oval 
leaves. Red mangroves can 
grow up to 8m high. 


The Water moccasin or 
Cottonmouth is one of the largest 
venomous (poisonous) snakes in 
America, growing up to 2m long. It is 
a pit viper, using heat-sensing pits on 
the sides of its head to target its prey. 
The Cottonmouth gets its name from 
the white lining inside its mouth which 
it displays as a warning to predators. 


The beautiful rose-coloured 
feathers of the Roseate 
spoonbill were once used as 
decoration for hats. Flocks of 
spoonbills can be seen wading 
in shallow water, scooping up 
small fish with their bill as they 
sweep it from side to side. 
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You should be able to spot seven 
Apple snails hidden among the 
reeds and mangrove roots. 


The rarely seen Alligator snapping 
turtle has a clever way of enticing its 
prey. It wiggles a small piece of flesh 
that is attached inside its mouth. 
Birds, small fish and amphibians 
climb into its mouth thinking they are 
about to catch a worm but instead 
they are trapped in the turtle’s jaws. 


When humans drained water away 
from the Everglades, the Snail kite 
found that its favourite food, the 
Apple snail, was in short supply. 
Without enough food, the number 
of Snail kites reduced considerably 
and a special programme was set 
up to protect them. 


You will only find the American alligator in the 
southern United States, where it lurks around the 


water’s edge, looking for something to eat. Even 


while it’s swimming, the alligator can keep a 


look-out for tasty food - its eyes 
are on the top of its head so 
that it can see above the water. 
Birds, mammals and small 
reptiles are all likely to be 
victims of the alligator’s 

strong jaws and sharp teeth. 


SUNNY 
WEATHER 


| love sunny weather, don’t you? The sun . 
gives us daylight and warmth. It makes the 
flowers and the grass grow and when the 
sunlight shines through the trees, it looks so 
beautiful. Best of all though, Plucky and | can 
_ play at catching shadows. 
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SUNSHINE DAYS 

In winter the sun still shines 
but the weather gets colder. 
Many animals migrate at this 
time of year. This means they 
travel to a warmer place and 
return when winter is over. 


SELF-MADE SPECTRUM 


Sunlight looks white but really it is made up of 
seven colours called the spectrum. You can see 
these colours in a rainbow - they are red, orange, 
yellow, green, blue, indigo and violet. Here’s a wa 
for you to break up sunlight to make a spectrum 
appear. Try it inside your house on a sunny day. 


You will need: 
clear drinking glass, piece of white paper, 


FOLLOW THE SUN 
The sun rises in the east 
and sets in the west. It moves 
slowly in an arch shape across 
the sky. Sunflower heads twist 
round during the day to follow 


the sun. O 


a Place the piece of paper 
on the windowsill when the 
sun is shining through the 
window. Fill the glass with 
water and put it on the paper. 


2 Stand behind the glass and 
watch. The spectrum colours 
should appear on the paper. 


SQUIRREL SUNSHADE 
The ground squirrel of the 
Kalahari Desert holds its 
extra-long bushy tail over 

its head to make a perfect 
personal sunshade. 


VANISHING ACT 
Heat from the sun evaporates water. This means it turns 
the water into tiny droplets that you cannot see, which 
float off into the air. Try your own scientific experiment 
to show evaporation by leaving a bowl of water in the 
sun for for a few hours, first marking the level of the 
water with a waterproof felt-tip pen. When you return, 
see how much the water level has dropped. 


SUN CATCHER 


Make a fake stained-glass window and watch it glow 
as the sun streams through it. 


You will need: 

black sugar paper, scissors, pack of different-coloured 
tissue-paper sheets, glue and brush, newspaper to 
protect the table under your work, old shirt to protect 
your clothes. 


4 Draw a picture, for example a boat, on the black 
paper, breaking it up into separate shapes. Leave a thick 
margin of black paper between each shape. Cut the 
shapes out carefully. 


3 When the glue is dry, 
tape your picture to the 
inside of a window, with 
the wrong side facing 
outwards, The sun will light 
up the tissue colours and 
make it look like a real 
stained-glass window! 


SNADOW PLAY. 


A shadow is caused when an object blocks out 
the light. You can see lots of shadows outdoors 
on a sunny day. But you can also make shadows 
indoors using a powerful torch or a lamp. 


2 Cut or tear some tissue paper into pieces that are 
bigger than the holes left in your picture. Brush glue 
around the holes and press the tissue paper 


down on to it. Use 
lots of colours 


Some sweets have 


and overlap 

Stoll coloured cellophane 
interesting 

shades. wrappers that you 


could collect and use on 
your sun catcher instead 
of tissue paper. 


Place the torch or lamp on a table so that it shines 
on a plain wall or a large piece of white paper 
taped to a board. Use your hands to make shadow 
shapes on the wall, or cut out card shapes, tape 
them to sticks and hold them up to make shadows. 


snake 


A silhouette is the the outline of a dark shape. 
In Victorian times silhouette pictures of people’s 
faces were very popular. Here’s a way to draw round 
a shadow of a face to make a silhouette. Try it indoors 
with a torch or outside by a sun-drenched wall. You 
could also try laying paper on the ground to trace 

round the shadows of leaves and trees. 

You will need: 

sheet of light-coloured paper, pencil, 


sticky tape, black paint and brush, 


powertul torch, board. Tape the paper to a board and prop it 


against a wall. Position a torch so that it 
shines a bright beam on the paper. 


2 Get someone to stand next to the paper so 
that you can see the shadow of their face. 
Draw round it with a pencil. 


3 Paint inside the line with black or blue paint. 

When the paint is dry make a frame out of a 

circle of card and stick it on top of the picture. 

Trim round the edges so that the paper doesn’t show. 


SUNDANCE 

The most important ceremony of the 
Plains Indians in North America was 
the sundance. They believed the 
dance would keep enemies away. 


APOLLO THE SUNGOD 

The Ancient Greeks and Romans 
believed that the sun was the great god 
Apollo who drove his fiery chariot across 
the sky every day. 
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Puzzle it out Fz vee | irae = a 


“I thought we might make a pie with them,” 
replied the Fieldmouse, “though | don’t know if 
it will taste as good as the delicious pies my 

mother used to make.” 


One of the Fieldmice received a letter from ~ Luckily, it wasn’t too long before he came ‘ 
his cousin, the Townmouse. His cousin was across just the sort of bush that he was looking _ But the pie was soon made and it really was 
poorly and wondered if the Fieldmouse could for and his basket was soon full. just as delicious! 
bring him some wild berries to cheer him up. The Fieldmouse carried the heavy basket into The Townmouse was much more cheerful and 
The Fieldmouse didn’t waste a minute. He the town, taking care along the busy roads and as the Fieldmouse left with his empty basket, 
packed a small bag and set off. He was both only crossing when he was perfectly sure that he promised that he would visit again soon. 
excited and a little scared because he had there wasn’t a car in sight. Finally he arrived 
never been into the town before. safely at his cousin’s house. A FIELD MAZE 
But his first problem was to find a good “What tasty looking berries,” the Townmouse Can you help the Fieldmouse cross the 


supply of nice, juicy berries. said, “I feel better just looking at them!” cornfield and continue his journey? 


CHEESY CHALLENGE 
Which three pieces of cheese 
are the same? 
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WHAT'S IN THE NEWS? 

The Fieldmouse has chewed 
up a piece of old newspaper 
left behind in the field. Can you 
put the bits back together and 
read the headline? 
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How many Harvest 
mice are trying to 
squeeze into the nest? 
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Puzzle it out 22a 


BERRY-PICKING 
Put the pictures in the right order to find 
out what happened when the Fieldmouse 
went berry-picking. 
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PEEPING MOUSE _— ; 

BOOKMARK = 1S 
‘ ~ “> - ° ¥ , = Ve 4. , 


Make this mouse bookmark and see its 
face and tail poking out of your books. © 


You'll need: scissors, wool or string, 
sellotape, felt-tip pens, card. _ 


, € Trace the Fieldmouse’s body on to a piece 
“of card, cut it out and colour it in. Don’t forget 
to include the six black dots on his face. 


2 Pierce holes at 
the black dots with 
a knitting needle — 
ask an adult to 
help you. 


+B Cut6 lengths of wool, about 6cm long. 
TRAFFIC TEASER Push a piece of wool through each hole and 
Here are some things the Fieldmouse noticed tape it to the back of the card. These are 
when he was walking along the busy town road. _» the mouse's whiskers. 

See if you can find them in the wordsearch. 


BUS CAR CROSSING JUNCTION KERB LIGHTS 
LORRY VAN 


@ To make the tail, cut 
another length of wool, 
about 12cm long and 
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a tape it to the back of 
E 9 the mouse. 
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